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SGM Lifewords Prayer and Praise, September 2011

Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall. Psalm 55:22 (NIV)
Usually in the UK, with a parliamentary recess and holidays in full swing, August is known as the media ’silly season’. Except this year, August was anything but quiet and the news was anything but ’silly’. Beginning with an eleventh hour deal to raise America’s debt ceiling, we have seen turmoil in the global financial markets, a crisis in the Eurozone, rioting on the streets of Britain’s cities, and the reinvigoration of the ’Arab Spring’ with the fall of Muammar Gaddafi. 

One of the drawbacks of so much happening at once is that some very important stories get pushed to sidelines. According to the United Nations, over 11 milllion people have so far been affected by the worst droughts seen in the Horn of Africa for more than 60 years. Of all the countries affected by this catastrophe, perhaps nowhere has been as badly hit as Somalia, where a lack of infrastructure coupled with political instability is preventing aid reaching those who need it most. Faced with the enormity of such a crisis, how can we best respond? How can we pray? 

Perhaps the book of Psalms can provide a starting point. The Psalms are so honest and varied. Again and again the writer cries out to God about injustice and trouble; venting anger and confusion, that turn to praise, confession, wonder – as he recognises who God is, and trusts God for goodness and mercy and rescue. Even in the face of great evil, he can say: “The mighty one, God the Lord speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting … Our God comes and does not keep silence … the heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge.” 
James Willby
SGM Lifewords
Welcome to the September issue of SGM Lifewords’ Prayer and Praise. Thank you for joining with us again to pray and give thanks for the impact of the Bible’s life words in the lives of individuals and communities all over the world. This month, we’re praying for the Global Bible Resource Project, hearing about Pavement Project trainings in India and Brazil and praying for those who are sharing the gospel with students throughout the UK. 
Week 1: 4th September – 10th September 
Praying for students
Danielle Welch, General Director for SGM Lifewords, writes: “With the summer holidays now over, students up and down the country have been receiving exam results that will help to shape their futures. This week, please join us in praying for all those students returning to classrooms and campuses in the coming weeks.”

· At the end of August, young people across the country waited anxiously to receive GCSE results or to hear about their A-level grades. Pray that, whatever the outcome, they would trust God for his plans for their lives.
· Please join us in praying for all the Christian students beginning university courses this September. For many, this will mark the first time they have lived away from home. Pray that they will find good community and fellowship to help them live for Christ.

· Pray for the work of organisations such as the Universities and Colleges Christian Fellowship (UCCF), a long time partner of SGM Lifewords. Working with Christian Unions up and the down the country, running prayer breakfasts and other outreach events, it is their goal is introduce those within the student community to Jesus Christ. Please join us in praying for all those who will be working to share the gospel with students this term. 
To find out more about how you can be praying for students and the work of UCCF, please visit their website at www.uccf.org.uk. 
Week 2: 11th September – 17th September  
SGM Lifewords in Europe 

Zbiginew Szalbot from SGM Lifewords in Europe writes: “We thank God for all the progress we have made on the Global Bible Resource project over the past few months. This week, join us in praying for our endeavours to make God’s word freely available to people all over the world.”  
· Over the past few months, we’ve been translating some of our Inspire Bible resources into several major world languages, including Chinese, Ukrainian and Brazilian Portuguese. By the end of September, the first editions of Jesus: An Introduction and Day by Day will be available in these new languages, so please give thanks to God for providing the resources to complete the work. 
· In addition to Chinese and Ukrainian, we’ve has been looking into producing a number of translations in Russian. We have recently recruited a new member of staff to complete the work and we are now looking for someone to do similar work on some French translations. Praise God for those who are willing to lend both their time and their talents to this work. 
· It’s great to have new resources to offer people; our prayer is that they will be well-used, and useful in sharing the Bible’s life words and introducing people to the gospel. Please join us in praying that these new booklets and leaflets won’t stay on our shelves, but will be shared widely and effectively. 
Week 3: 18th September – 24th September  
Lifewords in India
Serah Thomas, Pavement Project coordinator in India writes, “It’s been a busy time for Pavement Project over the last few months. We have hosted Worker Training Workshops in a number of cities and we have been working closely with our partners to identify new opportunities to introduce India’s children to Jesus.”
· Praise God for the successful Pavement Project training in the city of Hyderabad during July, where nine new workers were trained to use the Pavement Project materials. Pray that God’s hand would be over them as they begin to minister to children-at-risk through the Bible’s life words. 
· Please pray for the Worker Training Workshop taking place next week in the Indian state of Kerala. Thirteen workers from our partners Compassion will be taking part. 
· In recent weeks, people from across all sections of Indian society have been going out onto the streets of towns and cities to protest against government corruption. With leading dissidents planning public hunger strikes in the next few weeks, pray that these would be peaceful as people work towards an India free from ’graft’. 
Week 4: 25th September – 1st October  

Life words in Brazil
Cleisse Andrade from Lifewords in Brazil writes: “The last few months have seen a number of changes for the team in South America. This week, please join us in praying for members of staff and our plans for the future.”

· In July, Lifewords staff said goodbye to Cleide Alabarce da Silva who has overseen much of the work on Pavement Project in Brazil. We’re so grateful for all the work that Cleide has done for Pavement Project and for Lifewords, so please join us in giving thanks to God for the contribution she has made and praying that she will enjoy her retirement. 

· Over the next few months, Lifewords staff will be taking part in Pavement Project Worker Training Workshops in the northern Brazilian towns of Recife, Natal and Porto Velho. Please pray that God’s presence would be felt by both the workers and they children they will be counselling. 
· Like India, the government in Brazil has been rocked by allegations of corruption in the last few months. With the resignation of a fourth senior politician, there is a growing movement calling for sweeping reforms to the political system. Please pray that there would be concerted pressure from all parts of Brazilian society to address these issues. 
Thank you for praying with us! Together we’re working so that the Bible’s influence is seen, heard, and experienced as a positive contribution to our lives together. You can keep up to date with all the SGM Lifewords news at www.sgmlifewords.com, or make a donation to our work online, by post or by calling 020 7730 2155. Thank you! 
